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from what might come from the NAM. His basic belief is that private enterprise must be supported at all costs, since business cannot pay good wages unless- it makes a profit.
He believes, however, that government regulation of business may be necessary. "But," he told me, "don't put the government in as a competitor 1" He loathes anything that smacks of socialism.
On the federal level he was a Roosevelt New Dealer; on the state level he takes a much more conservative line; he is probably the only Washington laborite of consequence who believes in private as opposed to public power. One reason for this is his fear that public power may frighten capital away.
He thinks that the lumber industry is hopelessly reactionary, and that the lumber barons brought the old violence of the IWW on themselves, by a totally parochial labor policy.
He is enormously proud of the Teamsters' record during the war. There are 175,000 teamsters in the western states; as of the date we talked, late in 1945, there had not been a single strike since Pearl Harbor, without an iota of sacrifice in wages, hours, or conditions.
His relations with the CIO are peculiar. The CIO still has the waterfront, which Beck severely lets alone. He cordially hates Bridges in San Francisco, and Bridges hates him back.
His relations with his own AF of L are also in a way peculiar. The Teamsters withdrew from the State Federation of Labor some years ago following a complex three-way split.
Recently Governor Wallgren appointed Beck to the Board of Regents of the University of Washington. The Seattle press greeted this with sobriety, and pointed out that although Beck was not an alumnus (of the University of Washington or any other) he had once taken some extension courses.
Politically Beck has great power, through his Teamsters Promotion League which helps -get out the vote, and by financial support of candidates he likes.
. Beck is a competent and capable executive, and has had several offers to go into business, with companies like Boeing; he has always turned them down out of fidelity to the labor movement. n
There are few fixed patterns in American life and Beck, to sum up, is a wonderful example of the chaotic individualism of much of the United States. He is a labor boss who devoutly believes in capitalism; a strict and firm conservative who strongly supported FDR; and an employer of brawn and muscle who is listened to with extreme respect by any chamber of commerce he chooses to address.